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broken ground on the left flank. The scouts were immediately
supported by the whole of the Bilucli Mounted Infantry, under
Lieutenant Tighe, who, seeing a large body of the enemy in his
front, made straight for them at full gallop, detaching at the
same time a section to his left, to cut off their retreat to the
hills. The charge was so vigorously executed, that although the
ground was unfavourable for mounted men, the Karens broke
and fled. Lieutenant Tighe pursued them with great determina-
tion to within two miles of Loikaw, and succeeded in killing
not less than 150. The British loss was four men killed and eight
wounded.

Crossing the Balu Chaung on the 3rd, the column reached
Lawpita on the 4th, where some slight resistance was met with from
a body of about fifty of the enemy. On the f>th January the force
marched to the Pon Chaung, descending some 2,000 feet over a
difficult path to the river. The passage of! this river was effected
by the evening of the 6th, and the next day the column, entered the
*Mong defile," which extends for some twelve miles to the Ngwe
Daung ferry, within two miles of &i\vlfm itself. This defile is of
the most difficult nature, and if strongly held by an enemy, could
only be forced with great lost*. On the right runs the Nam Pawn,
unfordable, with a width of 100 to 150 yards ; on the left rise
rugged hills covered with thick forest, and in places quite inaccess-
ible. The road runs along the bank of the river, for the most
part within easy musket shot from the right bank, while on the
left the hills continually close in on the river, forcing the road
into a narrow precipitous gorge. The column met with slight
opposition along the whole length of this defile, but owing to the
precautions of the General, who had each height occupied and each
defile turned, not a single casualty occurred on the side of the
British, and on the afternoon of the 8th the force occupied the town
of Sawlon which was found to be deserted. All opposition now ceased*

Some time before the arrival of the British troops Sawlawpaw

Settlement of Eastern        had fled.   Mr. Hildebrand endeavoured to

Karenni.                 induce him to return, but without success.

He succeeded, however, in securing the submission of all the principal

local officials and notables, and on the 28th January, as Sawlapaw

declined to come in, and his hiding place was unknown, a meeting was